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Abstract

Automatic Width, according to the width of the text in the columns, is the
default. Alternatively, you can specify the column width...

1. Automatic Width

Let us create a simple table. By default, the column widths will be determined by the
text in each column. Here we have centred the contents of most cells:

’ H Apple ‘ Orange ‘ Pear ‘

Shape Round | Round | Pear-shaped
Colour Red Orange Green
Vitamin C | 4.6mg d3mg 4.3mg

2. Fixed Width

We can change the Table to Fixed Width by highlighting particular columns, then right-
click — Properties — Column width, unchecking "Use Automatic Width" and specifying
the width for that column (here lin, with the last column 2in). Note that this disables
any horizontal alignment you have chosen.

To see the cell contents of a Fixed Width cell, right-click either to the right or to the
left of the TeX Field (but within that table cell), select Properties, and it will show you
the Cell Contents:

’ H Apple ‘ Orange ‘ Pear ‘
Shape Round Round Pear-shaped
Colour Red Orange Green
Vitamin C 4.6mg 53mg 4.3mg




3. Fixed Width with horizontal alignment

If we only apply the Fixed Width to one row (here, the top row) we can retain the ability
to choose horizontal alignment for the other rows. But it does look strange to have the top
line left-justified and everything else centred; notice, too, that in the PDF this introduces
problems with the vertical lines between the first two columns:

’ H Apple \ Orange \ Pear
Shape Round Round Pear-shaped
Colour Red Orange Green
Vitamin C 4.6mg 53mg 4.3mg

4. Fixed Width using a dummy row

If we instead apply the Fixed Width to a dummy, invisible row, we can retain the ability
to choose horizontal alignment for all the other cells in the table, and we can see the
contents of all the cells we wish to edit. Note that the contents of the dummy cells on
the bottom row must be non-zero — though you want them invisible (here we've used a
couple of spaces, which you can see if you turn on View — Invisibles).

You will want to apply ‘No Line’ to the left, bottom and right of the cells on the
bottom row (shown in the editing window as green lines rather than black):

’ H Apple \ Orange \ Pear ‘
Shape Round Round Pear-shaped
Colour Red Orange Green
Vitamin C 4.6mg d3mg 4.3mg




